
Q2. What are the commonly used classification schemes for adult cranial DAVFs?

Boden Classification

Type Description

I Venous drainage directly 
into dural venous sinus or 
meningeal vein

2 Venous drainage into dural 
venous with cortical venous 
reflux (CVR)

3 Venous drainage directly 
into subarachnoid veins 
(CVR only)

Cognard classification

Type Description

I Venous drainage into dural 
venous sinus with 
antegrade flow

IIa Venous drainage into dural 
venous sinus with 
retrograde flow

IIb Venous drainage into dural 
venous sinus with 
antegrade flow and cortical 
venous reflux (CVR)

IIa+b Venous drainage into dural 
venous sinus with 
retrograde flow and CVR

III Venous drainage directly 
into subarachnoid veins 
(CVR only)

IV Type III with venous 
ectasias of the draining 
subarachnoid veins

V Venous drainage into 
perimedullary plexus



Benign features of DAVF Aggressive features of 
DAVF

Pulsatile bruit
Orbital congestion
Chronic headache
Asymptomatic
Cranial nerve palsy

Intracranial hemorrhage
Dementia
Non-haemorrhagic 
Neurological deficits
Papilloadema
Death
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